
ALL KIDS
Paras Partner with

For Literacy!

Prompt decoding first​
“Look at each letter.

Try the sounds.”

Support language
differences​

 Highlight tricky English
sounds and pronunciations.

Encourage meaning-making​
 “Does that make sense

here?”

Give targeted feedback​
 “Try again. Look at all the
letters and try to sound out

(decode) the word.”

Use visuals & context 
to confirm NOT as the 1st

approach.

Support understanding 
through pictures, gestures,

& quick explanations of
unfamiliar vocabulary.

Revisit
 the word in context.

Reinforce symbol-sound-
meaning connections NOT 

word memorization​.
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Possible Next Steps

Student re-reads the
misread words or
sentences and
reviews the meaning
with the para or
teacher.

Para or teacher
dictates words,
phrases, or
sentences the
student has learned
or is learning to
read (encoding).

Para or teacher
emphasizes at each
step the child’s
increasing skill
and competence at
reading,
recognizing, and
writing words. It’s
a process!
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